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seekers of all ages to the North. This 
park helps connect people today to 
America’s history. 

Only recently has the Park Service 
begun establishing units dedicated to 
the lives of African Americans. Places 
such as Booker T. Washington National 
Monument on the campus of Tuskegee 
University in Alabama, the George 
Washington Carver National Monu-
ment in Missouri, the National His-
toric Trail commemorating the march 
for voting rights from Selma to Mont-
gomery, and most recently the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial on the Mall 
are all important monuments and 
places of historical significance that 
help tell the story of the African-Amer-
ican experience. 

As the National Park Service con-
tinues its important work to com-
memorate and preserve African-Amer-
ican history by providing greater pub-
lic access and information about the 
places and people who have shaped the 
African-American experience, there are 
very few units dedicated to the lives of 
African-American women. This historic 
park is the first national park in honor 
of a woman—obviously the first histor-
ical park for an African-American 
woman. 

As we celebrate Black history this 
month and women’s history next 
month, I cannot think of a more fitting 
hero than Harriet Tubman to be the 
first African-American woman to be 
memorialized with national historical 
parks. These parks tell both her per-
sonal story and her lifelong fight for 
justice and freedom, from her fight 
against the cruel institution of slavery 
and the establishment of the Under-
ground Railroad that she led, to her 
work in the women’s suffrage move-
ment. 

I encourage my colleagues to seek in-
spiration from the heroes of their own 
States and work to preserve the phys-
ical remnants of their legacy so that 
future generations of Americans might 
better know who helped form this great 
Nation. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate resumes the motion to proceed to 
H.R. 240 at 2:15 p.m. today, Senators be 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

WORKING TOGETHER FOR 
AMERICA 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, at a press 
conference the day after the elections 
in November, President Obama said: ‘‘I 
am eager to work with the new Con-
gress to make the next 2 years as pro-
ductive as possible.’’ 

Well, Republicans couldn’t have been 
happier to hear that. After years of 
dysfunction in the Democrat-led Sen-
ate, Republicans were eager to get 
Washington working again for Ameri-
cans and working with the President to 
get things done for the American peo-
ple. We are still eager to work with the 
President, but, unfortunately, despite 
his words, the President hasn’t shown 
much of an inclination to work with 
Congress. 

Between January 7 and February 10 
of this year, President Obama issued a 
total of 13 veto threats. That is more 
than two veto threats per week during 
that period. He has announced his in-
tention to veto everything from a bi-
partisan jobs bill to national security 
legislation to bills to protect the un-
born. And, of course, he has threatened 
to veto the Keystone XL Pipeline bill— 
a threat he is likely to make good on 
this week. 

One would think that if President 
Obama were at all serious about want-
ing to work with Congress, Keystone 
would be the first bill he would sign. 
The American people support Keystone 
by a wide margin. Unions support Key-
stone because they are eager for the 
jobs that it would create. Substantial 
numbers of Democrats support Key-
stone. 

Here is what one Democrat had to 
say about the pipeline: ‘‘We have ev-
erything to gain by building this pipe-
line, especially since it would help cre-
ate thousands of jobs right here at 
home and limit our dependence on for-
eign oil.’’ That is from a Democrat 
here in the Senate. 

Approving Keystone is a no-brainer. 
It would support 42,000 jobs during con-
struction, would contribute billions to 
our economy, and would bring in sub-
stantial revenue to State and local 
governments which would mean more 
money for local priorities such as 
schools and teachers, roads and 
bridges. It would do all of this without 
spending a dime—not a single dime of 
taxpayer money. 

The President’s refusal to approve 
this legislation is a signal of just how 
unserious he is about wanting to work 
with Congress to get things done. Un-
fortunately, after a promising start 
Democrats in the Senate are starting 
to imitate President Obama’s obstruc-
tion. Yesterday Democrats again voted 
to filibuster the Department of Home-
land Security appropriations bill for 
the fourth time this month. What is 
their reason? They are desperate to 
protect the President’s Executive ac-
tion on immigration. 

Before President Obama decided to 
implement his Executive amnesty, he 
said 22 times he did not have the au-

thority to take this action. In fact, in 
March of 2011 he told an audience: 

With respect to the notion that I can just 
suspend deportation through executive 
order, that is just not the case, because there 
are laws on the books that Congress has 
passed. . . . we’ve got three branches of gov-
ernment. Congress passes the law. The exec-
utive branch’s job is to enforce and imple-
ment those laws. 

That is from the President of the 
United States in March of 2011. At least 
eight Democrats have expressed simi-
lar concerns. This is from a Democrat 
here in the Senate: ‘‘I have to be hon-
est, how this is coming about makes 
me uncomfortable.’’ 

An independent Senator from Maine 
stated: ‘‘I also frankly am concerned 
about the constitutional separation of 
powers.’’ 

This is an example of the reserva-
tions that have been expressed by 
Democrats right here in the Senate 
about the President’s Executive am-
nesty. 

Last week a Federal judge agreed 
with the legal concerns the President 
had raised and ordered the administra-
tion to halt amnesty proceedings. De-
spite this, Democrats continue to try 
to protect funding for the President’s 
unconstitutional action by preventing 
consideration of the Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill. 

If Democrats object to parts of the 
bill, they need to vote to get on the bill 
so they can offer proposals to amend it. 
That is the way this place works. Re-
publicans have made it very clear that 
we are ready and willing to vote on 
Democratic amendments. The leader 
on our side has said that when we get 
on the bill we will alternate amend-
ments. It will be a free-flowing process, 
just as we committed to when we took 
the majority in the Senate. 

The Democrats object to the bill’s 
lack of funding for the President’s am-
nesty. Then they should offer amend-
ments to restore the funding. That is 
simply how it works in the Senate. All 
we have to do is get on the bill. That 
just takes six Democrats to get us onto 
that legislation to give us an oppor-
tunity to actually debate this. 

When the Republicans took over the 
Senate in January, we made it our goal 
to get Washington working again. That 
is exactly what we have done. Our 
Democrat-controlled Senate was run 
on a strictly partisan line basis. The 
minority party was shut out of the de-
bate and the amendment process, and 
the Senate spent much of its time on 
narrow, partisan legislation. 

Under Republican control the Senate 
floor has become once again an open 
forum for debate and amendments by 
Members of both parties. Republicans 
have allowed almost three times as 
many amendments in January alone as 
Democrats allowed in the entire cal-
endar year of 2014. 

The Keystone XL Pipeline bill was 
passed with bipartisan support with 
amendments from Members of both 
parties. Republicans are eager to con-
tinue this bipartisan process going for-
ward. That is why the obstruction of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:01 Feb 25, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G24FE6.008 S24FEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T13:35:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




